Complete Fireplace Mantel
Sizing Guide

How to Choose the Right Width, Depth, Thickness & Height

MODERN TIMBER CRAFT
AUTHENTIC RECLAIMED WOOD « PRACTICAL SIZING « REAL-WORLD PROPORTIONS

MEASURE CHOOSE CHECK CONSIDER
Your fireplace Length, depth & thickness Clearance requirements Room scale & style

Fireplace Mantel Sizing: The Quick Answer

Start with four dimensions: mantel length, mantel thickness, mantel depth, and mounting height. A useful design
starting point is for the mantel to extend about 3 to 6 inches beyond the firebox opening on each side. Then
compare that length against the full fireplace surround and the available wall space.

DESIGN STARTING POINT
Firebox width + 6" to 12" = initial mantel-length range

Then check surround width, wall width, room scale, and required fireplace clearances.

The goal: a mantel that fits the fireplace, the room, and the architecture.

This visual draft uses temporary fireplace images only where noted. Replace those with real Modern Timber Craft

installation photography before publication.
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1. Measure Your Fireplace

Take these measurements before choosing a mantel size.

C. AVAILABLE WALL WIDTH

B. OUTSIDE SURROUND WIDTH

F. MANTEL LENGTH

E. REQUIRED
CLEARANCE
A. FIREBOX OPENING WIDTH D. FIREBOX

OPENING HEIGHT

WHAT TO RECORD

* A. Firebox opening width * D. Firebox opening height
* B. Outside width of the stone, brick or tile surround e E. Required clearance above the opening
* C. Available wall width * F. Desired mantel length
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2. Choose the Mantel Length

Use the firebox opening as a starting point - not the only reference.

FIREBOX OPENING STARTING MANTEL RANGE

30" 36-42" DON'T IGNORE THE SURROUND

36" 42-48" Example: A 36" firebox might

initially suggest a 42-48"

42" 48-54" mantel. But if the stone
surround is 58" wide, that
48 54-60 shorter mantel may look
undersized. A 54" or 60" mantel
54 60-66 may create a more intentional
proportion.
60" 66-72"
CHECK THREE WIDTHS:
66" 72-78"
* Firebox opening
72" 78-84" « Full surround
78" 84-90" * Available wall
84" 90-96"

A useful design starting point: 3-6 inches beyond the firebox opening on each side.

These ranges are design guidance, not absolute rules. Symmetry and the full fireplace composition matter more than
following a single formula.

SHOULD THE MANTEL BE WIDER THAN THE SURROUND?

It can be. A mantel may sit inside the surround, roughly align with it, or extend beyond it. The best choice
depends on the architecture and the look you want.
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3. Choose Depth & Thickness

The chart below shows a true side profile: vertical = thickness, horizontal = depth.

HOW TO READ IT MTC SIDE-PROFILE COMPARISON

DEPTH / PROJECTION

Every silhouette uses the same scale so the proportions are directly comparable.

3x5
Shallow / understated
3" thick x 5" deep

THICKHNES]

Viewed from the end, the beam is simply
a rectangle. The height of that rectangle
is the mantel thickness. The horizontal
projection is its depth.

That makes a 6 x 6 feel much more
substantial from straight ahead than a
3-inch-thick mantel, even though a 3 x 10
projects farther into the room.
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Balanced / versatile
3" thick x 7" deep
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3x8
Deeper traditional
3" thick x 8" deep

4x8
More substantial
4" thick x 8" deep
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3x 10
Maximum display depth
3" thick x 10" deep
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6 x 6 SAW-CUT
Square / substantial
6" thick x 6" deep
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6-8 HAND-HEWN
Statement / historic
6-8" thick x 6-8" deep

How to position the common profiles

3x5

3x7

3x8

4x8

3x10

6 x 6 Saw-Cut

Hand-Hewn

Smaller fireplace walls; restrained projection and lighter visual presence.

Strong general-purpose choice with useful shelf depth.

More depth without increasing the 3-inch front profile.

More architectural weight from the front.

Maximum decorating surface and deeper projection.

Square, substantial beam profile with strong front-facing presence.

Approx. 6-8 inches thick and 6-8 inches deep; original axe marks and natural dimensional variation.
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4. Establish Clearance Before Choosing Height

Design comes after the fireplace-specific safety requirements are known.

IMPORTANT

There is no single universal mantel height that is correct for every fireplace. Fireplace type, mantel projection,
manufacturer requirements and applicable local code can all affect where a combustible wood mantel may be

installed.

Recommended order of operations

Identify the fireplace type.

Find the manufacturer's installation requirements when applicable.
Determine the required clearance for combustible materials.
Consider how far the mantel projects from the wall.

Confirm applicable local requirements.

Only then fine-tune the mantel height for room proportion and appearance.

If a TV is going above the mantel

Lay out the entire wall before ordering. Use painter's tape to mark the top of the fireplace opening, the bottom and top of
the mantel, and the bottom and top of the television. Then step back and evaluate the composition from across the
room.

TV + MANTEL CHECK

« Fireplace opening » Required clearance
e Mantel thickness * TV bottom
* TV top
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5. Adjust for Room Scale & Visual Weight

The same mantel can look substantial in one room and small in another.

SMALLER / RESTRAINED
3x50r3x7

Authentic reclaimed wood character without excessive visual weight.

TYPICAL LIVING ROOM

3X7,3x80r4x8

Choose based on desired depth and how substantial you want the front profile to feel.

SUBSTANTIAL BEAM LOOK
6 X 6 Saw-Cut

A square, solid-beam profile with much more front-facing presence than the 3-inch-thick mantels.

LARGE STONE / TALL ROOM
4 x 8,6 x 6 or Hand-Hewn

More visual mass can better balance a large surround, tall wall or vaulted ceiling.

MAXIMUM DISPLAY SURFACE

3x10

Best when usable shelf depth is the priority.

Surface character also changes visual weight

A 6x6 saw-cut mantel delivers a substantial square beam profile with a more uniform sawn surface. Hand-hewn beams add
another layer of visual weight through original axe marks, mortises, peg holes, irregular edges and natural dimensional variation.
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6. Worked Example: 42" Fireplace

A practical example of how firebox width, surround width and room scale work together.

EXAMPLE INPUTS

60" MANTEL

 Firebox: 42"
54" SURROUND

_ R
* Ceiling: 9 ft

» Wall space: generous

HOW WE READ IT

1. 42" firebox suggests 48-54".

2. 54" surround makes 48" feel

42" FIREBOX ’
small.

3. Evaluate 54" or 60" lengths.

4. Then choose profile by
desired visual weight and
shelf depth.

Possible product directions

3x5 lighter 3x7 balanced 3x8 deeper
4x8 more substantial 3x10 deep display 6x6 square / substantial
HAND-HEWN historic statement / highest character and natural variation

MODERN TIMBER CRAFT | COMPLETE FIREPLACE MANTEL SIZING GUIDE Page 7



7. Real-Home Examples

Representative Modern Timber Craft installations across several mantel profiles.

3 x5 MANTEL 3x7/3x8MANTEL 6 x 6 SAW-CUT

Balanced and versatile, with the
3 x 8 adding extra depth while
keeping a similar front profile.

Slimmer front profile. Square, substantial beam profile.

4 x 8 MANTEL HAND-HEWN BEAM 3 x 10 MANTEL

More substantial front presence. Bold historic statement. Deeper shelf with maximum display depth.
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8. How to Visualize the Mantel Before Ordering

Painter's tape is one of the easiest ways to avoid choosing the wrong size.

60" option

Mark these before you decide

e Proposed mantel length

o Bottom of mantel
° Top of mantel

° Approximate front-face thickness

e TV bottom and top, if applicable

FOR DEPTH

Hold a tape measure or piece of cardboard perpendicular to the wall so you can physically see how far a 5", 6", 7", 8" or
10" mantel will project into the room.
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9. Mantel Sizing Checklist

A simple worksheet customers can use before contacting Modern Timber Craft.

Firebox opening width in.
Outside surround width in.
Available wall width in.
Firebox opening height in.
Required clearance in.
Preferred mantel length in.
Preferred thickness in.
Preferred depth in.

STILL NOT SURE?

Send your measurements and a photo of the entire fireplace wall. That gives us the context needed to help
evaluate proportion before you order.

REQUEST A QUOTE SHOP FIREPLACE MANTELS
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https://moderntimbercraft.com/pages/request-a-quote
https://moderntimbercraft.com/collections/reclaimed-wood-mantels


