
From Barn to Bedroom: 
Reclaimed Wood Brings 
History Home
By Modern Timber Craft
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This guide will walk you through the process 

and give a helpful introduction to the 

following reclaimed wood topics: 

• What Is Reclaimed Wood?

• Where Can I Find Reclaimed Wood?

• Reclaimed Wood Pricing

• Check It

• Clean It

• Complete It

• Do’s And Don’ts

• Try It Yourself

In This Guide
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What Exactly is Reclaimed Wood?
The use of reclaimed wood in homes and business settings has become increasingly 

popular over the past few decades, adding unique charm and history from the lumber’s 

past to your present. 

Reclaimed wood is lumber that has been used previously in buildings, furniture, 

and other structures. It may also be referred to as “antique wood”, “vintage wood” or 

“repurposed wood”. Unlike its cousin “salvaged” wood, reclaimed wood has already 

been cut and served a purpose in its past life, while salvaged wood is usually raw, 

uncut, and has yet to find its place.

Oak, elm, cedar and pine are just a few species of wood that 

have been recovered and reclaimed for a new purpose. Some of 

the reasons that reclaimed wood has become popular over the 

past few decades include:

• Each piece reflects the history from its “past life”

• Repurposed wood provides a sustainable resource that 

helps reduce demand for new wood sources

• Certain cuts (beam, post) retain a long held durability, 

lasting for decades

• Uncommon character and charm that you                

can’t achieve with factory-milled wood
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Reclaimed Wood Companies (like Modern Timber Craft!)

Where Can I Find Reclaimed Wood?
Old barns have been hailed as the perfect place to harvest 

reclaimed wood. While there is no question that they’re an excellent 

resource, there are several others throughout the country that can 

put you in touch with the perfect plank or board. Some include:
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Amazon

Craigslist

Facebook Marketplace

Lumber Yards

Retired Ships

Old Warehouses or Factories

And you can always check with friends, coworkers, and relatives to 

see if they have any good sources near them! 



Price points will vary depending on where you get your materials. Factors that impact pricing 

include sourcing costs, demolition expenses, transportation costs, storage, shipping, and milling 

expenses.

Pricing will also vary from region to region. Availability is always a concern, so pricing may reflect 

the supply in a certain area.

Reclaimed wood may be priced by the “run foot”, “board foot”, or sold by the unit. Some suppliers 

also charge differently depending on whether a piece is sawn, hand hewn, shiplapped, milled, or 

untouched.  Examples of pricing include:

Reclaimed Wood Pricing
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Type Facing Length Price

Sawn Timber 4" x 4" - 6" x 7" < 12’ $5.75 per run foot

Sawn Timber 4" x 4" - 6" x 7" 12’ – 19’ $7.75 per run foot

Fireplace Mantel 4” x 8” 4’ $250.00

Red Oak or Elm Board 10” – 12” Random $11.00 per board foot

Besides the actual product cost, if you order from a distant supplier, you may have shipping costs 

as well. Some suppliers may waive shipping costs for certain orders, but in most cases this will 

add to your costs.
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Check it

Whether you’re taking a stab at working with reclaimed wood for the first 

time or you’re a tinker junkie looking for your next big project, this process 

can be time consuming. But producing a beautiful end product is well 

worth it!

Getting Started

Reclaimed wood may contain multiple 

abnormalities as compared to freshly 

milled lumber. 

For instance, color variations, nail and peg 

holes, notches, checks, wain, and mortise 

holes are among the abnormalities. Also, 

you may see size and density variation 

among similar cuts. 

Here are some other variations you may 

see when shopping for reclaimed wood. →
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Rot Twis(ng Cupping/Warping Lingering Metal

Credit: Free Stock Textures Credit: Popular Woodworking Credit: Popular Woodworking Credit: Today’s Homeowner

Why it 
happens

Wood rot happens 

when moisture and 

fungi infiltrate 

wood’s porous 

surface, causing 

decay and rot to 

occur. 

Fluctuations in humidity 

are the cause for 

twisting in lumber. The 

wood expands with 

moisture in high 

humidity, and is forced 

to adjust when it 

encounters low 

humidity.

Similar to twisting, 

cupping happens when 

changes in humidity 

occur, causing the 

edges of the wood to 

curl inward. 

It’s common to find old 

hooks, fasteners, nails, 

and plenty of other metal 

when you’re getting 

reclaimed wood from 

places like barns or 

lumber yards.

What to 
do

Try to avoid using 

any rotting pieces of 

wood altogether. 

They are weak, not 

structurally sound, 

and won’t serve as 

good pieces for 

projects. 

Ways you can untwist 

wood include steam or 

heat bending, sun 

drying with damp 

towels, and applying 

pressure to force it to 

straighten.

Using a heat gun is a 

great way to make a 

cupped board return to 

a more flattened state.  

Give your board a good 

inspection and pull any 

lingering pieces out with a 

hammer or other tool 

before taking a saw blade 

to it. 

https://freestocktextures.com/texture/wood-plank-dirty,300.html
https://www.popularwoodworking.com/projects/19-tips-for-buying-and-using-rough-lumber/
https://www.popularwoodworking.com/article/why-wood-warps/
https://todayshomeowner.com/radio/stubborn-old-nails/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Lpu8w_QLng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWDQGhLv-_k


Getting Started
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Clean it
Dirt, debris, dead and live bugs? Oh my! Carpenter ants, termites, and 

beetles are just a few of the insects that love to burrow in wood. It’s pretty 

common for these pieces of historic lumber to come with tenants and if you 

don’t cure your boards, your home becomes their home too.  

Any lumber that has seen some years is typically going to need some TLC. 

To clean your reclaimed wood, keep these items handy:

• A bristle or wire brush

• Sandpaper

• Soapy water

• High pressure washer

• Steamer

Sometimes, reclaimed lumber comes with a unique sheen gloss – known as 

“patina” – that appears because of aging. If your reclaimed wood has 

retained its patina, you may want to preserve it. Experts recommend you try 

out gentler cleaning methods like brushing with soapy water or steam 

cleaning before hard scrubbing. 

Try different techniques on a small area of your board before you commit to 

your cleaning technique. With the right solution, you should be able to 

preserve as much patina as possible while getting that lingering dirt and 

debris off. 

3
Complete it

Once you’ve got an inspected, cleaned piece, you’re ready to finish 

it. You’ve got a few options here as to how you can put a durable 

protective coating on it:

• Spray it - If you’ve got access to a paint sprayer, spraying 

a coat of polyurethane is a great way to create a seamless 

protectant layer. Woodworkers suggest holding your spray 

gun 6-10 inches away and move it slowly across your 

surface. 

• Paint it  - Use a synthetic brush to apply your finish, and 

sand between coats once they dry so your topcoat doesn’t 

look goopy and darker in some areas. Apply at least two 

coats to make sure you’ve got enough coverage across 

your whole board. 

A wax or wood polyurethane solution is your best bet for a 

topcoat, and feel free to follow up with a wood sealant to protect 

against wear and tear in the future. 

Congratulations! You’ve acquired, cleaned, and finished your 

reclaimed wood. Time to start your reclaimed wood project. 



Do’s And Don’ts

Do’s

• Try to source the lumber locally. In effort to support your 
local economy, look for shops or other sources in your area!

• Have a project in mind and use the wood quickly. The 
longer you let your new wood sit around, the more potential 
there is for it to deteriorate. 

• Read a few project outlines before you start. Know what 
you might need and draw some inspiration from creations 
others have made. 

• Get creative! There are endless fixtures, furnishings, and 
decor you can make with reclaimed wood, so see how you 
can give those old boards a new life.  

Don’ts

• Take shortcuts in the process. You’ll want to work diligently to 
ensure your end product looks great and is as structurally sound 
as it should be. 

• Obtain anything until you know what condition it is in. 
Sometimes suppliers have already taken the liberty to cure the 
wood, and others might remove nails from your planks before 
you get them. Check to see what the vendor you're working with 
offers. 

• Start your project without having the proper tools. 
Woodworking can get tricky, and you’ll want to have some 
protective equipment and the right tools to get rolling the right 
way.
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Here are some tips from the pros on how you can make 
your reclaimed woodworking experience a rewarding one. 



A Sander or Sandpaper

Try it Yourself
Next are some ideas to get you started. Whether this is your first go-

round with reclaimed wood or you’re a seasoned pro, check out 

some of these ideas on the next pages and get to work!

Here are some tools you might need on hand starting out:
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Ruler

Nails, Fasteners, Screws

Hammer

Drill or Impact Driver

Saw

Wood Glue

Check to see if the project you’re working on requires any special 

tools to get the job done right.
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Beginner Projects
Here are some examples of simple starter projects you can try if you’re just getting acquainted with 

reclaimed wood. 

For more inspiration, check out: https://cutthewood.com/inspiration/reclaimed-wood-projects-beginners

Try it Yourself
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https://cutthewood.com/inspiration/reclaimed-wood-projects-beginners


Try it Yourself
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Advanced Projects

Feeling pretty good about your woodworking skills? Try out a bigger project to test yourself.
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Our Creations
Here at Modern Timber Craft, we build quality products that 

bring their history and unique flair to your home. 

Check out some of our custom projects below: 

Try it Yourself
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Now You Know
There you have it. Reclaimed wood – especially barn wood – 

provides so much beauty and authentic character to your home. 

We would be happy to help you create your next reclaimed wood 

project – or we can build it for you!

We carry a broad line of reclaimed lumber – both treated and 

untreated – so you can find the hidden gems you’re looking for. 

Don’t hesitate to contact us to get you the reclaimed barn wood 

to get the job done.

https://www.moderntimbercraft.com/contact/
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Happy Woodworking!
Your Friends at Modern Timber Craft


